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| thought you might be interested in the latest developments regarding the Republic of Kosovo.

This material is distributed by Ballard Partners on behalf of the Government ofthe Republic of
Kosovo. Additional information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.

Kosovo Works to Improve Bilateral Relations

» Kosovo’s President Thaci says that Kosovo is ready to resume dialogue with Serbia, with
the assistance of the U.S. and the E.U. to mediate.

» Kosovar President Thaci said talks about normalizing relations between Pristina and
Belgrade should continue as soon as possible, without complaining about each other or
talking about the past.

e President Thaci asked the E.U. to allow membership for all Western Balkans’ countries.

e The E.U. and Kosovo signed an arrangement to implement a Joint Action Plan on
counterterrorism for the Western Balkans region.

e Atthe U.N. Security Council briefing on the United Nations Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK),
the U.K. Political Coordinator applauded Kosovo’s commitment to advocating for human
rights, creating equal access for minorities, increasing transparency, strengthening the
country’s rule of law, standardizing judicial practices, prosecuting war crimes, helping
displaced persons, and adopting child protection legislation.

e The U.K. Political Coordinator also applauded the calm and well administered recent
elections, adding that they were carried out with professionalism and transparency. He noted
that Kosovo still has many areas that need improvement but is proud of the progress it’s
made.

https:/ aazetaexpress.com/kosovo-oolitieians-reaclv-for-clialoaiie-with-serbia-savs-thaei/
https://www.neweuroDe.eu/aiticle/eu-kosovo-sian-deal-on-fight-against-terrorism/

https://www-sov.uk government speeches, comimtiiieiit-to-peace-m-kosovo-foi-future-geiieiations
https:ATOrw.rferl.orp/a/kosovo-s-tliaci-iiisists-oii-resiiminp-dialo°iie-witli-serbia-witliout-coiiditioiis-/. 10266 706. Litml

U.S. & Kosovo Continue Building Relations
e U.S. Special Representative for the Western Balkans, Matthew Palmer, said that a Kosovo-
Serbia resolution is top priority for the U.S.
»  Palmer recently visited Kosovo to discuss the recent election, rule of law, new political
developments, and the potential for new Kosovo-Serbia discussions.
e The U.S. has given Kosovo $5 million to clear cluster munitions and explosive remnants of
war on over 1,060 acres of hazardous land.

https://www.state.gov/u-s-conunits-S-inillioii-to-conveiitioaal-weapoas-destniction-assistance-in-kosovo/
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Kosovo Looks Toward Renewable Energy

The IFC is assisting Kosovo on the development of its first solar power plant, a proposed 50
MW plant.

The EBRD is assisting the country in its first renewables auction, with Kosovo targeting
400MW ofrenewable capacity by 2025.

Kosovo’s first wind project was completed in 2018, a 32.4MW project, while another
105MW wind project is currently in the works to be completed by 2021.

https://balkmweenenergwiews.com/ifc-to-lielp-kosovo-design-tender-its-first-solar-ppp-proiect”
https://www..windpowennonthlv.com/article/!663679/kosovo-looks-renewables-revolution
https://www.pv-magazine.eo0in/2019/10/30/kosovo-preps-SO-mw-solar-tender/

Kosovo’s Economy is on The Rise

Q3 2019 showed a 6.29% increase in newly registered companies, when compared to the
same quarter in 2018, registering 2,379 new businesses.

The International Finance Corporation (IFC) and Global Agriculture and Food Security
Program (GAFSP) are loaning $9.9 million to microfmance institutions in Kosovo to provide
financing for small agribusinesses.

FDI into Kosovo totaled 53.2€ million in August, a significant increase from the 43.7€ million
FDI inflow in August 2018.

The EBRD projects that Kosovo's economy will grow by 4.0% this year.

In 2018, the country saw 3.8% growth in GDP, while in the first 6-months of 2019 it had
4.2% growth compared to the same period in 2018.

Kosovo's banking sector had an increase in net profit from January-September of this year, up
to 65.7 € million from 60.7€ million from the same period last year.

https://seenews.com/hews/miinber-of-newlv-registered-companies-in-kosovo-rises-63-w-in-03-6 74502
https://seenews.com/news/aet-fdi-inflow-to-kosovo-rises-w-in-aug-675082
https://seenews.comi'news/ebrd-affiiins-kosovos-2019-ecoiiomic-3rowtli-proiectioii-at-4-6 75404
https://seenews.com/newsdcosovo-baiiks-iaii-sept-iiet-profit-rises-676SIS
https://seenews.com/news/ifc-gafsp-lendiiig-9-min-eiiro-to-support-small-agribusuiesses-m-kosovo-677619

Sincerely,

James P. Rubin
BALLARD|PARTNERS

Chair, International Policy and Strategy
601 Thirteenth St, NW, Ste 450N
Washington, DC 20005

P: 202.800.5620

F: 202.800.5623

E: rubin@bc\llardpartners.com
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